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Sample (Session Three)
from

Leading With Outreach

This sample session is taken from the Learner’s Guide, which every learnergs required to obtain.
The Instructor’s Guide has the exact same content but also includes Pow, int Slides, Exams,
Leader’s Notes and Instructor Tips for teaching each session.

Look For These Unique Design Features In This Session:

Session Outline — Listed on the first page to provide a brief overview.

Objectives — A primary educational objective, plus detailed supporting
objectives for each main concept.

Main Diagram — Each module has a main diagram to provide a “You Are
Here” visual for the learner.

Diagrams & Boxes  — Many diagrams and visuals to enhance and support
the teaching concepts.

Bolded Key Points  — The key points are bolded in a concise way for the
Instructor and Learner to easily grasp the essential concepts.

Outline Format — All sessions use an easy-to-follow outline format to make
the lesson easy to teach and easy to learn.

Point to Ponder — Summary or climactic thoughts placed in a shaded oval area
to provide emphasis or interaction.

Group Application  — Every session has a Group Application at the end for small
group activity, interaction, and assessment.

Discussion Questions — Further questions for discussion and reflection.

Appendices — Added material to study the topic further or provide
assessments and resource tools.
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Leading With Outreach

Contains Seven Sessions

Teaching Sessions

Session 1. Discovering Our Evangelism Perceptions ... .S

< Session 3: @ Pestimony . ...

Session 4: ... B BB Q...

Session 5: i Methods ................
Session 6: i i B s

Session 7: igious Beliefs ...............

Th n sessions in Leading with Outreach module. The circled session shown
above is printed in this book to provide a sample for you.
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SESSION OUTLINE

A. Few Evangelists vs. Many Witnesses.
1. Few Christians are called as Evangelists.
2. All Christians are called to witness for Christ.

B. Six Common Witnessing Styles.
Confronting Style.

Intellectual Style.

Invitational Style.

Serving Style.

Testimonial Style.

Relational Style.

OO ERR Oy PORES:

C. Sharing Your Personal Testimony.
1. Testimony of those who met Christ at a young age.
2.

Testimony of those who met Christ after childhood.

A
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SESSION OBJECTIVES

Primary Objective:

To discover how an individual's unique traits can best be used to effectively
witness for Christ so that participants can identify and utilize their own
style and testimony.

Supporting Objectives:

A. Participants will be able to identify the two distinctions between being
called as an evangelist and the call to witness for Christ.

B. Participants will examine and compare the six primary witnessing
styles.

C. Participants will be able to explain the two general types of testimonies
and how to effectively share your testimony.
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The 3-Dimensional Gospel
(1Th 1.5)

;
AN

Witnessin

Personal

A. Few Evangelists vs. Many Witnesses.

1. Few Christians are called as evangeli

a. Anevangelist has a gift to lead p e Christ.

b. An evangelist equips other

11t was he who gave some to be e prophets, some to be evangelists, and some
to be pastors and t 12 '

e models, so others can learn evangelism by

d reproduce other evangelists. Evangelists should be
Who are also called to be evangelists.

up the body and motivates Christians to get involved in evangelism.
g and inspiring people to be around.

Point to Ponder

Typically, only 1 in 15 Christians are called and
gifted to be an evangelist.
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2. All Christians are called to be witnesses.

a. All Christians must be willing to testify about Christ.
How can they call on the one they have not believed in? How can they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard? How can they hear without someone preaching to them? (Ro 10:14).
All Christians are called to be witnesses and to be willing to testify about Christ in their
lives (Jn 4:39, Ro 10:13-15).

b. We should be compelled by God’s love for a lost world.
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because t re harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd (Mt 9:36).
(Mt 22:37-39, Mt 9:36, 2Co 5:14-15).

c. We should be unashamed of the Gospel.
“Whoever acknowledges me before men, [ will als
(Mt 10:32).
(Ro 1:16, 2Ti 1:8a, Mt 10:32,33, Lk 9:26

in heaven

d. We are to live a life that reflects
Just as he who called you is holy, sq
Our words and deeds should be a W
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B. Six Common Witnessing Styles.?

1. Confronting Style.
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Ac 2:38).

e People who use the Confronting Style are able to boldly challenge people with the
Gospel.
e People with this style are typically called as an evangelist or h

2. Intellectual Style.
Explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the

to you is the Christ, he said (Ac 17:3).
e People who use the Intellectual Style are able to debate doctri
science, and other analytical issues. They are
perspective.

university settings.

3. Invitational Style.

e People who use the Invitati
someone is sharing Christ (J

o include acts of kindness toward non-Christians that show the
e of Christ in a way that draws them toward Jesus. Often these acts lead
or openly sharing Christ.

Point to Ponder

When you discover your preferred witnessing style, you become free to let
God use you the way He made you! You will be more effective this way!

1Adapted from Honest to God? by Bill Hybels. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.
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5. Testimonial Style.
He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. [ was blind but now I
see (Jn 9:25).
e People who use the Testimonial Style are able to share how God has worked in their lives
in a way that often leads to sharing the gospel (Jn 9:1-11).
e All Christians should be able to share their testimonies. Sharing our testimonies is the
key to relational outreach.

6. Relational Style.
Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for

on you (Mk 5:19).

e People who use the Relational Style are able to develop re
they are able to minister to people within their circles of rela

e This style is very freeing because we are not forced to witness t

on the relationships that God gives to us.

and how he has had mercy

Group Application |

What is Your Witnessing Style?

Have the group take the Witnessing Style Assessment on Appendix 3A. Then survey your
group to see the diverse styles represented. You may choose to have the group discussion
without completing the formal assessment.

Style Example Our Group

Confronting . Challenge with gospel
Peter - Acts 2:38

Intellectual Appeal to reason
Paul - Acts 17:3

Invitational Invite others
Samaritan Woman - John 4

Serving Help and serve
Dorcas - Acts 9

Testimonial Share how God helped you
Blind Man - John 9

Relational Form many relationships
Tormented Man - Mark 5:19
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C. The Components of a Personal Testimony.

Everyone has a different background and came to a deeper faith in Christ in a unique way.
However, when sharing your faith, it is best to identify your testimony in one of two general
groups.

1. Testimony of those who met Christ at a young age.

a. Can you describe when you first accepted Christ?
e People who have been raised in a Christian home an ced any great

e Describe the events that cau
had an encounter that all

working in your life now. Share how Christ
ights, etc.

aking as if you have no problems. Rather, share
ercome your problems.

[See Appendix 3B]

Point to Ponder

Every Christian has a personal testimony. It is the story of our personal
experience with God. Our testimony is the single most effective tool we have
for witnessing. By preparing our testimony now, we will be ready to share it
when the opportunity comes.
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2. Testimony of those who met Christ after childhood.

a.  What was your life like before Christ?

e This communicates your need for Christ. It should relate the events, feelings, and
personal situations that prepared you to receive the gospel.

e God has given you a personal testimony to be able to reach specific people. There

will, undoubtedly, be someone out there in the world who will be ministered to by

your particular situation.

b. How did you meet Christ?
e  Share the specifics of how you met Christ. This wil
what it means to be a Christian and how it can happen
e Try to keep this part very focused and clear, so the point

e This should communicate how & i ing i i . Tell of the
changes, victory, hope, peace brought you.

e Be genuine and honest. roblems. Rather, tell
how Christ gives you problems.

[See Appendix 3C]

Guidelines for Sharingyour Testimony

Keep it brief (two minutes).or'non-Christians will lose interest.
Remove church or religiousterms, (non Christians do not relate).
Avoidunneeded details,that distract from the main points.

Do not explain your deepest sins in great detail.

Share your true feelings and thoughts to connect with non-Christians.
Explain how Jesustouched you and changed your life.

Practice until you can easily tell it by memory.

Noobkown k=

‘ For Examples of Testimonies: [See Appendix 3D]
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Group Application

Discussion on Personal Testimonies

Have each person in your group write down their testimony on page 3-14 or 3-15 and then
share it with the group.

Have the group provide feedback to each person as to:

The positive aspects of sharing their testimony.
The ways to improve based on the tips in this session.

AN o

Discussion Questions for Session 3

1. Do you sense that God has gifted you as an evangelist? How do you know?

2. Once you see your witnessing style, do you feel freer to be who you are and participate in
evangelism? How can you get started in your particular style?

3. How often have you shared your testimony with someone who does not know Christ?
Will this session’s training help you to share more often?

4. In your own testimony, is there a clean distinction between your life before Christ,
meeting Christ, and your life with Christ? Do you need to make it clearer? Or did you
grow up meeting Christ at a young age? How will you let that be a positive element of
sharing your testimony?
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APPENDIX 3A

Witnessing Style Assessment 2

Always | Often |Sometimes| Rarely Never
Situation 4 3 2 1 0

1. I enjoy meeting new people.

2. | like to research and discover answers to complex and
difficult issues.

3. lenjoy sharing my life story, particularly how | became
a Christian.

4. | prefer small gatherings of people as opposed to large
groups.

5. lenjoy inviting and bringing people to church.

6. Il enjoy doing things that require me to use my hands.

7. 1like being in situations where | am outside my nor
comfort zone.

8. Il enjoy talking with people on a variety of subj

be around people | know really well.

20. | like to think and find answers to questions regarding
God, creation, and life issues.

2 This assessment tool was created by Rev. John Absher. Used by permission.
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APPENDIX 3A (Continued)

Witnessing Style Assessment 2

Always Often |Sometimes| Rarely Never
Situation 4 3 2 1 0

21. | feel comfortable talking about myself if what |
share will help someone else.

22. | find that sometimes | am challenged in expressing
my Christian faith.

23. | am very comfortable with meeting new people.

24. 1 like to do things for people to make their lives a
little better.

25. | am a very outgoing person.

26. | enjoy debating with others.

27. When asked to speak about spiritual issues | tend tg
speak about my personal experience.

28. | enjoy gathering a group of friends together
having spiritual discussions.

29. When a church event is announced, | often thi
who can | bring?

eighbor’s yard than talk to a
onship with God.

e a similar experience, | am able to

share how"God worked in my life regarding that issue.

40. 1 would enjoy using my home as a place to reach out
to people who do not know Jesus.

2 This assessment tool was created by Rev. John Absher. Used by permission.
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Witnessing Style Assessment 2

. . Always Often | Sometimes| Rarely Never
Situation 4 3 2 1 0

41. | like to make people feel included.

42. Whenever new people move into our area, | am one
of the first people to try and help them feel welcome.

43. | enjoy crowds and am comfortable in large groups.

44. 1 enjoy reading material that helps me better answer
people’s questions regarding my faith.

45. If asked to speak in church, | prefer to share my
personal experience, not a sermon.

46. People comment on how welcome and relaxed they
feel around my home and me.

47. 1 like to give out tracks to people and recommend
Christian books to unchurched people.

48. | enjoy doing things for other people because i
doing, I demonstrate God’s love for them.

49. | like being on the stage. | enjoy being t
person.

50. | view complex issues as a challenge an
to grow.

51. Typically when someone i
how that impacts my lif

52. 1 do not mind if people dro
unannounced.

53. | enjoy introd
my friends or @

54. If given the opti€ an up
after an event, |

3 ted my ability to handle them.

Christians who dg know me tend to ask if | am a
Christj ith e mentioning my faith

59. | tend to have'tons of acquaintances rather than a few
close friends.

60. | like doing small favors, odd jobs, or kind acts as a
means to witness to people.

2 This assessment tool was created by Rev. John Absher. Used by permission.
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APPENDIX 3A (Continued)

Witnessing Style Assessment 2

Tabulation Chart Total Style
1. 7. 13. 19. 25. 31. ar. 43. 49. 55. Confrontational
2 8 14 20 26 32. 38 44 50 Intellectual
3 9. 15
4 10. 16 Relational
5 11. 17 Invitational
6 12. 18 Serving

h score reveals your witnessing style strength.

2This assessment tool was created by Rev. John Absher. Used by permission.
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APPENDIX 3B

Writing Your Testimony.
(For those who accepted Christ at a young age.)

1. Can | describe when I first accepted Christ?

2. How and when did my relationship with st deepen

like wi rist now?
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APPENDIX 3C

Writing Your Testimony.
(For those who accepted Christ after childhood.)

1. What was my life like before Christ?

N

y life like with ist?

2. How did | meet Christ?

Sample Material — Do Not Copy
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APPENDIX 3D

Examples of Personal Testimonies

Testimony of a middle-aged man (length 1:30).

1. My Life Before Christ.
| spent many years trying to find fulfillment by proving myself to everyone
caused me to keep striving for more popularity and greater status. | needed
people | thought were important. | felt constant pressure to perform
socially, and with women. I was trapped. I couldn’t relax. I had t
totally frustrated and miserable, | was the life of many parties, but was

und me. My insecurity
Seen as a “success” by the
at work, sports, financially,
tation. I became

2. How I met Christ.
I first heard about Jesus through complete strangers a
unexpectedly came across my path and told me about Chr
for. 1 usually laughed in their face or ignored them. Howevi
| cried out to God for help. | committed my life
hold the meaning to life.

casual acquaintan
w he would bring
e one night while
inally set fre

mes, people
was searching
in my apartment,
realized He truly does

3. My Life with Christ.
Now I live for Christ. He has brough
I have been forgiven by Christ and
and family, as well as many good frie
of all, I have been able to share this goo

curity. | have experienced great freedom since
was bitter toward. | now have a beautiful wife
is in Christ, not the expectations of others. Most

1. My Life Before Christ.

for God until h . i activities like drama, music, and ballet. | did well, but it was
i a blood disorder from the stress and was forced to slow down.

. My parents divorced, which shocked us, since they seldom argued and seemed
our fault, but I felt guilty, insecure, and unlovable. I was helpless.

answers and searched the Bible for help. A friend invited me to a meeting where
ersonal, having changed their lives! This interested me, but | waited six months, not
sh decision. Then, | decided I needed Jesus too, so | asked him into my life as Lord and

| cried out to God
they spoke of Go
willing
Savior.

3. My Life With Christ.
That was the best decision of my life. My problems didn’t disappear, but God helped me through them. T
forgave my father, have improved relations with my family, and found new self-worth, centered in Christ.
Overall, I've found security and love in Jesus.
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APPENDIX 3D (Continued)

Examples of Personal Testimonies

Example of a Poor Personal Testimony. (length 3 Min).

1. My Life Before Christ. Problems
I was raised in a small town in Idaho with my mom, three
brothers, two sisters, a horse, a couple of dogs, and a bunch
of cats. I didn’t like school, but | had to go anyway. After -
a while, school wasn’t so bad. After I finished elementary -
school, | went on to junior high, then later senior high. -
With a lot of hard work, | graduated at age 22.

essary details.
e of specific church and

My family went to church all the time at St. Bernard’s -
Cathedral. 1 did not like church because | thought Pastor
Bob D. Jirk was a hypocrite. A lot of things he
bothered me but he really made me mad when | wanted
get baptized. He said I should get dunked or spi
I really wanted to be hosed down. So | left
looked around. | tried the Baptist, Metk
Pentecostal, and Presbyterian churches
were all messed up.

Christians.
Unhelpful detail about sin.

I was so upset that | went on a mugg
little old ladies during the next
remembered how much |

- Use of “trigger” words
eded to be "born- (revival, saved, born-again).
ad g0 strarght'to hell. 1 got “saved” - Names visible leaders.
d, Hallelujah, glory to God, Amen!

meeting. | we
Billy Graham
a b | )

aise God. | keep getting fired
of my temper, but I think it’s because - Unrealistic expectations.
hey are evil. I don’t go to church - Very condemning.
e Jesus, that doesn’t matter. | am so
happy -again, and now | love to find sinners and
tell them they must repent or go to hell!
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— Ookes ——
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